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At Colby Magazine, we took in the barrage of
news about climate-related disasters delivered
in past months. And we began to wonder, is

In search of the answer—and a bit of
reassurance—we decided to explore the
climate-related work ongoing on Mayflower
Hill and throughout the Colby diaspora.
With one of the best environmental studies
curriculums in the country, we knew this
work was going on in Colby classrooms and
laboratories, in Washington, D.C., hearing
rooms, and on offshore islands.
So we decided we needed to meet the
Colbians who are devoting their energy,
intellects, and careers to the issue of climate.
Beginning with this installment, Colby
Magazine will present a series of print and
digital stories that explore Colby’s efforts
to face down one of the most daunting
challenges in the history of humankind.
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All of that happened in a single year.
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Drought threatened to bring famine to
Somalia. A temperature spike warmed the
North Pole, a once-in-a-decade event, three
times in one month. The largest wildfire in
the history of Greenland raged for weeks. A
killer heat wave strained power systems in
Europe; massive flooding overpowered relief
efforts in Southeast Asia. The fourth-largest
ice shelf in Antarctica collapsed. Policies
aimed at reducing fossil-fuel emissions were
dismantled in Washington.

it too late? Is climate change a genie that will
never be stuffed back in the bottle?
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A mudslide in Montecito, Calif., took the
lives of 13 people who had just survived the
devastating wildfires there. Megastorms
Harvey, Irma, and Maria, in a span of just
four weeks, flooded Texas and Florida
and cut a swath of destruction through
the Caribbean.

So are there reasons for hope? Read on.
We can decide together.

39

